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1/7/2021 How Jews change the world - The Jerusalem Post 

I can't resist giving a plug to the Jewish mother theory of genius, by the 

legendary Israeli entrepreneur and angel investor Yossi Vardi. Jewish 

mothers push their children to aspire to greatness and to genius, he 

explains. 

They do, indeed; I had one. But I fell short. My son is a doctor, my mother 

would say - but not the kind that helps people. 

Isadore Rabi, son of Russian emigres, credited his mom with his Nobel Prize 

in physics. When he used to come home from school, she did not ask him 

what he learned that day, but rather asked, "what good questions did you 

ask in school today, lsadore?"Later, Rabi's good questions helped led him to 

discover nuclear magnetic resonance - the foundation of today's lifesaving 

MRI imaging devices. 

The Talmud is full of argumentative Rabbis with good questions - and we 

Jews have been arguing and imitating them for at least two thousand years. 

Lebrecht explains in his book that if Jews excel in various professions, their 

excellence is in general a result of culture, not DNA. Bitter experience has 

taught Jews to think differently from others and maybe to think more deeply 

than others. He observes that Mahler used to say, Jews are like swimmers 

with short arms, they must invest twice as much effort to reach safe shores. 

And anxiety, Lebrecht writes, impacts Jews just as the tax collectors did in 

Egypt - it spurs them to acts of genius. 

More than a few of those in the book, Lebrecht notes, fit this elusive 

category - men and women who find the strength, in a time of crisis, to 

forge new paths in superhuman ways, with incredible genius for action and 

invention. Some are born geniuses; others, he notes, have genius thrust 

upon them at a certain point in their lives. 

Is that, in fact, the story of the two "Jewish" vaccines? 

The writer heads the Zvi Griliches Research Data Center at S. Neaman 

Institute, Technion and biogs at www.timnovate.wordpress.com 
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