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What’s impact?



ESG

CSR SDG

 ETC
Corporate social 
responsibility

Environmental Social 
Corporate Governance

Sustainable Development 
Goals

?

Impact definition



Unfulfilled promise



Engineering
1% positive impact



Increasing 
access to
diabetic eye 
screening with AI

RESEARCH • ARDA •  
https://about.google/stories/seeingpotential/

Using AI to predict 
flooding and save lives

RESEARCH  •  Flood Forecasting  •  g.co/floods

https://about.google/stories/seeingpotential/
http://g.co/ProjectActivate
http://g.co/floods


 RESEARCH •  Read Along •  readalong.google.com

Learning to 
read with AI

Using AI to optimize traffic 
lights and reduce 
emissions

RESEARCH  •  Green Light 

https://readalong.google/
https://readalong.google.com/


Often 
underfunded / 
resourced

The impact
startup ecosystem

Need
ecosystem
support

Need
long-term
support 



The impact of the other 
99% engineering



Unprecedented innovation



Unprecedented speed of penetration

75 years

50% penetration

12 years 12 years







Impact tech case study



#1 environmental impact



#1 environmental impact



#2 societal impact



#3 Long term impact



Bottom line?



Tech   Capitalism
02



Hardware

Operating 
system

Applications

Users

Planet Earth

Capitalism

Companies

People

Complex systems



Capitalism issues



Issue #1 - Some apps are impacted more than others



Issue #2 - System crashes!



Issue #3 - Sometimes the hardware is destroyed



Learnings for 
Engineers



Engineers are building for a   
a    deprecated OS

Observation  #1



Everything is connected,         
but we engineer 
 without understanding
relationships

Observation  #2



We are engineering 
solutions without taking
 impact into account  

Observation  #3



Our society
is not paying attention   to 
the first 3 observations 

Observation  #4



Engineering

User behavior

Natural resources

Law & Economics

A multi-disciplinary approach

Philosophy



Learning journey

School Regular engineering Retirement

Learning Regular RetirementPositive engineering

Learning



Ask questions

Highlight problems

Challenge status quo

Focus on impact 



Equations that changed our world



Conclusion



Thank you
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Startups for Sustainable 
Development
Support a global ecosystem of 
impact-focused startups. Leverage the 
Sustainable Development Goals as a guiding 
framework to measure positive impact.

Advisors

Business
dev

Tech



300+
Advisors

1000+
Mentoring
sessions

17
SDGs

400
Startups

70
Countries

140
Partners

#GoogleSustainability


